
Welcome to 5th Grade with Ms. Horton!  

keara.horton@onslow.k12.nc.us  

 Welcome back to school! I am thrilled to be your teacher this year and 
cannot wait to see what is in store for us! This is my 3rd year teaching in N.C., 
but 8th year teaching overall!   I graduated from Florida State University in 2014 
with a bachelor’s degree in Family & Child Sciences and Psychology. I then 
earned my teaching certificate in Elementary Education in Florida where I 
taught for 5 years. I believe it is crucial to view a child as a whole and 
approach their education in a manner that reaches their individualized needs 
in the best way possible. I’ve had the joy of teaching Science (pre-k through 
5th), 4th grade, and 5th grade (although 5th is my absolute favorite!) Growing up 
and then teaching in South Florida granted me endless diverse experiences and 
opportunities for growth and learning that I believe will benefit your child this school year. 
Teaching is my passion and there is nothing like being in a classroom watching the 
engagement and learning of a child!  

Classroom Management 

In the classroom on the first day of school, we will all work collaboratively to create our own 
set of commitments for the school year. These are phrased as commitments because your 
students will be actively involved in committing to the guidelines they choose to set. Your 
students will have a chance to voice what it is they expect out of this school year, and I will 
have chance to set high expectations for them. It is my firm belief that students can do 
anything they set their minds to, and while I hold the bar high, I expect that they set their 
own bars high as well. Our classroom commitments will be posted on the wall, clear for all 
students to see; generally stating be respectful, be responsible, be safe, and be kind. 

Positive Reinforcement & Motivation 

 Students are expected to uphold CUBS standards. That being said, there is the 
opportunity for students to earn rewards individually and/or as a class.  

o Rewards may include: pajama day, watch a movie, homework pass, sit by a 
friend, hat day, sock day, free time, among others. (These are subject to 
change throughout the year.) 

Consequences 

 1st Warning - verbal redirection and reminder of rules as posted 
 2nd Warning – verbal redirection, one-on-one review of rules, may result in loss of a 

privilege, moving a seat, silent lunch, losing 5 minutes of recess, etc. 
 3rd Warning – parent contact 
 Office Referrals are given as warranted by behavior.  

 

 

 



General Classroom Policies & Procedures 

Expectations 
 
It is expected that your student arrive to school on time and prepared each day. Being 
prepared includes having appropriate materials, as well as having completed assignments.  
It is imperative that your student complete ALL assignments as they are intended to reinforce 
concepts taught in the classroom. Failure to complete assignments is extremely detrimental 
to their learning and could ultimately result in retention.  
I appreciate your support in this matter, and I am positive this will help to foster positive 
behaviors with your student not only in the classroom but in other areas of their lives as well.  
 
Grade Calculation   
 
Grades are put into weighted categories. Those categories include:  

 
ELA/MATH:  

 Quizzes and tests: 50% of the total grade  
 Projects: 30% of the total grade  
 Classwork: 20% of the total grade  

Science/Social Studies  

 Quizzes and tests: 40% of the total grade  
 Labs/projects: 40% of the total grade  
 Classwork: 20% of the total grade   

The grading scale is as follows:  

 A 90%-100%  
 B 80%-89%  
 C 70%-79%  
 D 60-69%  
 F 59% and below  

Extra Practice 

Students can expect to have the following extra practice Monday through Thursday:  

 - Math (about 5 problems)  
 - ELA (reading passage with 4/5 questions. The reading passage will be the same each 

night with different questions.)  
 - Vocabulary/ Spelling Words (10 words each week. No written homework. Study only. 

We will practice these words in class as well.  

Students will be given time to complete it during the day as time permits but should not take 
an excessive amount of time in the evening. If your student is struggling with extra practice, 
have them do the best they can. We will review it each day. While extra practice is not 



counted for a grade, it is highly recommended to help your student review skills taught 
during the school day and move towards mastery of topics.  
 
Entering the Classroom 

All students must enter quietly and go to their desks. Students will be expected to unpack 
their backpacks at their desk, any HW or correspondence from the day prior, place extra 
belongings in the cubby, and sit at their seat. There will be morning work either projected on 
the board or at their desk. This is also a time your child can use myself as a resource to 
reiterate a confusing concept from any subject he or she may need additional assistance 
with. 

Jobs 

Students will take turns acting as the daily classroom assistants. Those two students will be 
responsible for all of the classroom jobs each day (i.e: line leader, recess helpers, etc.) 

Bathroom Policy 

I expect students to utilize the bathrooms before school, lunch time, recess time, and after 
school. This may not always be realistic, and should the need arise, a student will of course 
be permitted to go during class. Time is very valuable, and it is expected that students go 
quietly, quickly, and return quietly so as not to disrupt the learning of other students and to 
avoid missing important information themselves.  

Cell Phones 

Students are permitted to have cell phones at school. However, it is expected that the 
phone stays off and in the student’s backpack. If a student is caught using a cell phone 
during school time it will result in the cell phone being taken away and held until the end of 
the school day. If the issue continues, the parent/guardian will need to retrieve the cell 
phone from the front office after school.  

Absent 

If you know ahead of time you may let me know when your student is going to be absent or 
leave early for the day via our class Dojo. Your student will have as many days as he/she was 
absent to make up any missed work that I provide to them. When your child returns to 
school, they need a written note with an explanation (i.e: doctor’s note, etc.)  

PowerSchool 

It is the student and parent responsibility to check PowerSchool regularly. Any missing 
assignments need to be completed ASAP. I will keep PowerSchool updated as often as 
possible. 



 I am so thrilled to be a part of the CVES family and I am confident 
we can make this a great school year! If you ever have questions or if 
there is anything I can do, please reach out to me! I am available 
through email or Class Dojo! keara.horton@onslow.k12.nc.us  


